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ACIL/NACLA MOU HITS FIRST MILESTONE  
ACIL/NACLA Guide 1825 to be published this month 
  
The uniformity of accreditation requirements for the U.S. market 
reaches a milestone this month with the publication of ACIL/NACLA 
Guide 1825, which provides laboratory accreditation guidance and 
standards comparisons for construction materials laboratories.  
Future guides are planned to assist conformity assessment, food 
and environmental laboratories. 
  
An outcome of the 2007 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between ACIL and NACLA to reduce redundancy and duplication in 
accreditation, these guides help laboratories to move easily from 
former and possibly obsolete accreditations to meet current 
standards which include the requirements of U.S. specifiers.  In the 
construction materials area, Guide 1825 assists AASHTO R 18 
compliant laboratories seeking accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025, and 
details the NISTIR 7012 requirements supplemental to ISO/IEC 
17025. 
  
"What a tremendous achievement for the testing industry!  Moving 
to single accreditation allows us to concentrate on the business of 
testing instead of spending time and money on multiple 
accreditations just to secure certain projects," noted Jim Kuhn, 
Executive Vice President of Atlantic Testing Laboratories, and 
Chair of the Construction Materials, Engineering and Testing 
(CMET) Section.   
  
In the next 2 months, two Accreditation Bodies (ABs), Laboratory 
Accreditation Bureau and Construction Materials Engineering 
Council, will apply to NACLA for recognition under this new 
program with assessments to begin within the next year.  The ACIL 
CMET Section plans to offer its training course for ACIL/NACLA 
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Annual Meeting  

At-A-Glance  
  
For a quick look at what's 
planned for the annual 
meeting, click here to 
view a one-page summary 
of events by day, time and 
title. Already reviewed the 
full annual meeting 
brochure?  New events 
include the Welcome 
Reception, Awards 
Banquet and Spouse's 
Program.  
  
Registrations continue to 
climb, beating last year's 
numbers, and the room 
block is nearly sold out, so 
register soon.  Register 
at www.acil.org by 
September 10th to enjoy 

http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILNACLAGuide1825FinalDraft.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILNACLAGuide1825FinalDraft.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACIL-NACLAMEMORANDUMOFUNDERSTANDING-ACILFINAL1020076 1 _2_.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/Forthenewletter.pdf
http://www.acil.org


2

Guide 1875 evaluators in the first quarter of 2010. 
  
By creating a technically defensible accreditation program using the 
NACLA model, ACIL protects the reputation of laboratories when 
crises arise, such as the imported seafood scare last winter, when 
Congressman Stupak (D-MI) decided to blame food testing 
laboratories for problems with the food supply.  As ACIL noted in its 
response printed in the "Chicago Tribune" (click here to view), we 
have been advising the Food and Drug Administration to adopt an 
accreditation program for over 20 years. 
  
Now that the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) requires 
NACLA recognition, ACIL and NACLA plan to approach the Federal 
Aviation Administration and Army Corps of Engineers for 
recognition as well, working towards one-time accreditation to meet 
requirements from different specifiers, reducing costs and 
simplifying the accreditation process for laboratories.   
  
In addition to the FHA, NACLA, the National Conference of 
Standards Laboratories and the U.S. Navy are developing program 
Z540.3, which requires NACLA recognition of ABs that accredit 
calibration laboratories.  This program is scheduled for 
implementation in 2010. 
  
The NACLA model brings together laboratories, regulatory 
agencies and private sector specifiers to determine sector-specific 
technical requirements, which are combined with ISO standards to 
create a technically defensible accreditation program that allows for 
deviations needed in the U.S. market.  Spearheaded by Mark 
Bingman from Bowser-Morner, Inc., 18 ACIL CMET laboratories 
collaborated on Guide 1825. 

ACIL CAS MEETING AT IEEE EMC SYMPOSIUM A 
RESOUNDING SUCCESS  
  
The August ACIL Conformity Assessment Section (CAS) meeting 
at the IEEE EMC Symposium in Austin, TX attracted 22 
participants, including members, non-member laboratories and 
manufacturers.  The standing room only crowd underscored the 
wisdom of returning to what was once a CAS tradition to meet at 
this symposium. 
  
At this meeting, ACIL relaunched its ACIL Proficiency Testing 
Program (see sidebar in this issue) and unveiled a new "Standards 
Alert" newsletter to rave reviews (see sidebar in this issue).  A 
former ACIL member committed to rejoining, and we suspect more 
will follow.  Special thanks go to Rich Reitz (Retlif), Don Sweeney 
(DLS), Mike Violette (WLL) and Harry Hodes (Acme) for making 
this meeting such a great success.  

ACIL INFLUENCES FOOD SAFETY LEGISLATION   
  
On July 30, 2009, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the 
"Food Safety Enhancement Act of 2009" (H.R. 2749).  ACIL 
made extensive comments on the bill and the amendments made 
to the bill as passed support the position of the Microbiology and 

early bird savings.  
  

  
NACLA TRAINING 

  
This fall, NACLA hosts two 
important training courses 
to support recognition 
programs.  For those 
seeking to become a 
NACLA evaluator of ABs:  
  
ISO/IEC 17011 Evaluator 
Training Course 
Sheraton Columbia Hotel 
Columbia, MD 
October 5 - 7, 2009  
  
For auditors performing 
assessments of 
laboratories seeking 
accreditation to ISO/IEC 
17025 or for internal 
auditing purposes: 
  
ISO/IEC 17025 Auditor 
Training Course 
Holiday Inn Harbourside 
Indian Rocks Beach, FL  
December 1 & 2, 2009 
  
For more information, go to 
www.nacla.net. 

  
PROFICIENCY TESTING 
PROGRAM ADDS THIRD 

ARTIFACT 
  
The reactivated ACIL 
Proficiency Testing 
Program now includes 
three artifacts, the two for 
conducted and radiated 
emissions measurements 
used previously, and now 
an immunity test artifact, 
available to EMC 
laboratories.  
  
Members and non-
members can rent the 
artifacts on a weekly basis 
and participate in an intra-
laboratory round robin. 
Typically, the round robin 

http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILLetter-ChicagoTribuneEditor2008 _2_.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/HR2749.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/NACLA20Evaluator20Training20Course20October202009(F).pdf
http://www.nacla.net
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Analytical Chemistry (MAC) Section.  ACIL, on behalf of the 
section, also sent a congratulatory letter to House Energy and 
Commerce Committee Chairman Henry Waxman (D-30-CA) in 
support of the bill. 
  
The Senate has not yet acted, but the ACIL MAC Section has 
provided extensive comments to Senator Durbin's staff.  Durbin's 
bill (S. 510), the "FDA Food Safety Modernization Act," is the major 
vehicle in the Senate.  The MAC Section also sent a letter of 
support to Senator Durbin (D-IL).  Representatives from the MAC 
Section plan to meet with the Durbin staff later in September. 
  

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING 
CONFERENCE (NEMC) 
             
ACIL CEO Milton Bush represented ACIL at the August NEMC in 
San Antonio.  "While impressed with the number of attendees, I 
was disappointed with the progress to establish a national 
accreditation program for environmental laboratories," stated Bush.  
"The new The NELAC Institute (TNI) standards are well written and 
comprehensive, but the states still hold all the cards because they 
can choose not to use them.  This experience only further solidifies 
my opinion that teaming with federal regulators and private sector 
specifiers, as we are doing with NACLA, is essential to reduce 
redundancy and duplication in accreditation."   
  
ACIL representatives to the TNI Board of Directors, Bob Wyeth 
(Columbia Analytical), Judy Morgan (Environmental Science 
Corporation), Ken Olsen and Dave Speis (Accutest), plan to meet 
with the ACIL Board at the upcoming annual meeting to develop 
recommendations for Environmental Sciences Section (ESS) 
action. 

BODY ARMOR NEWS 
  
As you know from our July newsletter, ACIL Chairman John Molloy 
(H2M), wrote letters to Senators Inouye and Cochran, and 
representatives Murtha and Young opposing the use of FY 2010 
appropriations dollars to upgrade Army test facilities when the 
capability already exists in the private sector.  While ACIL has yet 
to receive a formal response from any of these Members of 
Congress, Chairman Molloy did receive a response from his letter 
to Secretary of Defense Robert Gates.  The response from Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of the Army Pybus contains inaccuracies, and 
ACIL is considering a legislative response to remedy this situation.  

It's Too Easy Being Green 
by Joshua A. Mooney, Esq. 
  
More than ever before, consumers may choose among products 
and services labeled as "natural," "sustainable" or "green."  More 
clearly defined "green" standards and stricter enforcement of them 
surely lay ahead.  This should further emphasize the need for 

includes 10 laboratory 
inter-comparisons on a 
rotating basis.  For each 
laboratory added to the 
rotation, one laboratory is 
removed from the inter-
comparison. This allows 
for any individual 
laboratory to be compared 
with 19 other laboratories.  
  
For more information, 
contact Tony Anderson, 
ACIL Section Executive 
Officer and manager for 
this program, at 
tanderson@acil.org. 
  

  

  
NEW STANDARDS 

NEWSLETTER WELL 
RECEIVED 

  
The premier issue of the 
new "Standards Alert" 
newsletter included the 
latest information on 
changes to important EMC 
standards. The CAS 
section formed a working 
group to assist "Standards 
Alert" editor, Don Heirman 
in identifying topics of 
importance to EMC 
laboratories for future 
issues. For more 
information, contact Tony 
Anderson, ACIL Section 
Executive Officer, at 
tanderson@acil.org. 

  

  
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
  
The U.S. Patent & 
Trademark Office 
(USPTO) just awarded 
PerkinElmer a patent on a 
method to improve the 
accuracy of gas 
chromatography (GC). The 
patent, titled "Methods and 
Systems for Characterizing 

http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILWaxmanSupportLetterFinalLetterhead.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILLetterOfSupportForDurbinBill7102009Final.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILBodyArmorLetterToGatesFinalLetterhead.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/PybusLetter.pdf
mailto:tanderson@acil.org
mailto:tanderson@acil.org
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conformity assessment in the marketplace and could bring 
increased scrutiny of testing. 
   
Manufacturers and retailers have recognized that consumers 
perceive a value in "going green," and that they will pay a premium 
for eco-friendly products or services.  Just recently, Wal-Mart 
announced its intention to label the eco-performance of all products 
it carries and will require its suppliers to calculate and disclose 
those environmental costs.  Congress and the Obama 
administration also have taken note of the "green" growth and of 
rising consumer confusion. 
   
In June, the House Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and 
Consumer Protection held a hearing, "It's Too Easy Being Green: 
Defining Fair Green Marketing Practices," in which it addressed 
whether the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) should more 
aggressively enforce marketing guidelines. Chairman Bobby L. 
Rush (D-IL) said that he was "especially concerned that Americans 
with less disposable income to spend on 'green' goods are not 
getting the benefits they expect."  
  
Under discussion, whether calibration and veracity of "green" 
claims should be resolved by government or private industry.  
Consumers Union, publisher of "Consumer Reports," called for an 
increased FTC role in reducing deceptive marketing practices.  
Others, like the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), 
stressed the importance of independent testing to establish 
credibility in environmental labeling.  
  
The FTC stated that by year's end, it expects to finish research into 
consumer understanding of such terms as "eco-friendly" and 
"carbon neutral," upon which it will then update its Guides for the 
Use of Environmental Marketing Claims ("Green Guides"). The FTC 
also reported recent enforcement actions brought against 
producers and retailers of purportedly "green" products.  
  
So, what does this mean?  We are still in the early stages of the 
debate on "green marketing" and how to best regulate it.  Increased 
demand for independent testing may be one solution.  Another may 
be increased scrutiny of conformity assessment activities, 
particularly by the FTC and consumer groups.  Now is the time to 
shape and help steer the debate. 
  
Mooney is an attorney at Ballard Spahr in Philadephia, PA.  He can 
be reached at mooneyj@ballardspahr.com. 

MEMBERS SAVE ON E&O INSURANCE 
  
On behalf of its members, the ACIL has negotiated an extremely 
competitive E&O insurance program through Frank Crystal & 
Company. This ACIL insurance program is among the most cost-
effective solutions in the market for exposures unique to testing 
laboratories. Additionally, the program extends coverage for bodily 
injury and property damage arising from test results or data 
developed or disseminated by ACIL members. Coverage also 
extends to claims arising from pollution conditions created as a 
result of collecting, handling or transporting test samples. 

a Sorbent Tube," helps 
users determine the 
integrity of packing 
materials in automated 
thermal desorption (ATD) 
tubes and traps to reach 
more reliable analytical 
results.  This automated 
method for monitoring the 
flow impedance of thermal 
desorption tubes and traps 
alerts the user when 
thermal impedance moves 
outside of preset 
boundaries, so that the 
tube or trap can be 
repacked or replaced. 
  
Subsequent to its 
purchase in 2006 by 
Waters Corporation, 
Environmental Resource 
Associates (ERA) has 
added the tagline "A 
Waters Company" to its 
official company name.  
  

  
YOU'LL BE HEARING 

FROM US... 
 

In September, ACIL 
Section Executive Officer 
Tony Anderson will call 
every ACIL member to 
verify member company 
information in the ACIL 
member database to 
prepare for entry into a 
new web-based system. 
Tony can be reached at 
the ACIL headquarters, 
202-887-5872. 
    
  

  
Monthly Section Calls 

CMET: Thursday, 
September 10, 2009 at 
2:00 p.m. EDT 
 
MAC: Wednesday, 
September 16, 2009 at 
3:00.p.m. EDT 

mailto:mooneyj@ballardspahr.com
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Through your membership with the ACIL, you may be eligible to 
participate in this exclusive program. Click here to find out 
more. Frank Crystal & Company provides industry-leading 
insurance services, solutions and counsel to corporations as well 
as individuals. The company provides a highly consultative 
approach, leveraging its insurance advisory, claims management, 
risk control engineering and administrative expertise to the benefit 
of ACIL members. 

Committees and Sections 
  
Construction Materials (CMET) Section 
In addition to launching the training courses to support the CMET 
recognition program, the August 13th CMET conference call 
focused on expanding recognition to more federal agencies (FAA 
and Army COE as noted above) and other organizations, including 
the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies 
(NICET). The participants discussed the idea of reinstating regional 
meetings within the CMET Section, and further discussion is 
expected at the annual meeting in Nashville. 
  
Microbiology and Analytical Chemistry (MAC)  
The MAC section continues to follow Senator Durbin's "FDA Food 
Safety Modernization Act;" however, due to other more high profile 
legislation under consideration, it is not known when work on this 
bill will resume in the Senate. The section is pursuing further 
outreach to the Federal Drug Administration (FDA) in anticipation of 
implementation of this new legislation.  
  
Conformity Assessment (CAS) Section 
In addition to re-activating the EMC Proficiency Testing Program 
and launching the EMC Standards Alert newsletter, the CAS 
August 17th meeting included presentations from four accrediting 
bodies (ABs): A2LA, NVLAP, L-A-B and ACLASS. The section is 
considering publishing an ACIL guidance document on AB 
assessor interpretations of the ISO/IEC 17025 standard.  The CAS 
Executive Committee will discuss this at their next meeting.  Other 
presentations at the meeting included a report on ANSI C63; an 
introduction to the new IEEE Conformity Assessment Program 
(ICAP) (see July/August Newsletter); and technical presentations 
on issues brought about by recent standards revisions.  

Here we Grow Again! 
   
Welcome new ACIL members. To learn more, click on the company 
name to visit their website or on the contact name to send an e-
mail.  
  
Conformity Assessment: Dave George, Ergonomics Inc., 
Southhampton, PA 
An ISO/IEC 17025 accredited calibration laboratory, Ergonomics 
serves private and public sector clients in the computer 
telecommunications, appliance manufacturing, electric power and 
aerospace industries. Owner David George, PE, also serves as a 
product safety consultant, specializing in acoustics, ELF/VLF 

 
ESS: Thursday, 
September 17, 2009 at 
11:00.a.m. EDT 
 
CAS: Thursday, 
September 24, 2009 at 
11:00 a.m. EDT 
 
All October section 
meetings: Monday, 
October 26, 2009 at the 
annual meeting 
  

  
BUSINESS COALITION 

FOR FAIR COMPETITION 
(BCFC) REBORN   

  
This month BCFC 
President John Palatiello 
contacted ACIL CEO 
Milton Bush regarding 
rejoining. ACIL was one of 
the original founders of 
BCFC in the 1980's and 
was active until the late 
1990's.  
  
BCFC's mission is "to 
advocate for public policies 
that promote the utilization 
of and reliance upon the 
private sector by 
government at all levels 
and that eliminates unfair 
government-sponsored 
competition with private, 
for-profit enterprise, 
including small business."  
ACIL dues are $500.00.  
For more information on 
BCFC, click here.  
  
Contact Milt to help him 
assess member interest in 
devoting resources to 
rejoining BCFC.  
  

 
ACIL Members Eligible 

for FedEx Savings 

Enroll in the FedEx 
Advantage® program to 

http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/E&OInsuranceProgFrankCrystal.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/2009Julynewsletter.pdf
http://www.ergonomicsusa.com
mailto:mbush@acil.org
mailto:david.george@ergonomicsusa.com
http://www.governmentcompetition.org/
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magnetic field safety and the European safety compliance system. 

Associate Member Profile   
  
Introducing. . . 
ACIL Associate Member and Sponsor Chemware  
  
Providing laboratory automation since 1987 and one of the fastest-
growing companies in the U.S., Chemware specializes in off-the-
shelf LIMS for environmental, industrial hygiene, forensic 
toxicology, clinical and related public health and safety 
laboratories.  Six of the top 25 U.S. commercial environmental 
laboratories use ChemWare's HORIZON® LIMS, a commercial-off-
the-shelf (COTS) application combining advanced LIMS 
functionality with a tightly integrated business intelligence (BI) 
reporting and analytics suite, and a Part 11 compliant scientific data 
management system (SDMS) for paperless capture and storage of 
laboratory records.   
  
HORIZON has processed over four billion analytical tests, including 
tests on Olympic athletes for banned drugs and steroids, tests on 
potential bioterrorism "white powder" substances and tests to 
protect U.S. military personnel against exposure to chemical agents 
or environmental contaminants in Middle East war zones. 
  
"We continue to see strong demand for greater flexibility in 
capturing, managing and analyzing laboratory generated data," said 
Robert Whitehead, vice president and general manager of 
ChemWare. "Instead of several-inch-thick, regulatory-driven 
deliverables, more and more data consumers want laboratories to 
provide 'on demand' access to 'raw' instrument or quality control 
data, epidemiological or historical trending, or 
consolidated/statistical reporting.  Our growth is a direct reflection 
of the increasing sophistication of the data end-user, and by 
association, the analytical laboratory services provider." 
  
For more information, contact Chemware VP/GM Robert 
Whitehead. 

  

save up to 21% on FedEx 
Office services and eligible 
FedEx® shipments. To 
learn more about these 
great savings or to enroll in 
the program, click here,  
enter Passcode 8BRZBB 
and choose the services 
on which you would like to 
save. If you have already 
enrolled your FedEx 
shipping account number 
in the FedEx Advantage 
program, just select the 
option for FedEx Office. 
There are no fees or 
minimum volume 
requirements to maintain 
your discounts. Enroll 
today to take advantage of 
this new member benefit!   
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