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ACIL FIGHTS UNFAIR COMPETITION  
  
Fresh off an environmental testing victory in Rhode Island, where 
we preserved the commercial market for drinking water testing, 
ACIL continues to battle the new administration's penchant for big 
government and "insourcing" with efforts to keep both body armor 
and food testing in the private sector. 

In February, the Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH) 
attempted to amend the state rules and regulations pertaining to 
public drinking water to specify that compliance samples had to be 
analyzed by the RIDOH laboratory.  ACIL responded quickly to the 
state legislature with comments, effectively prohibiting the RIDOH 
from precluding the certified, private labs from performing drinking 
water testing. 
 
Currently, ACIL is challenging the U.S. Army's decision to move 
body armor testing from privately owned National Institute of 
Justice (NIJ) certified test laboratories to government laboratories 
at the Aberdeen Test Center (ATC).  A reaction to DoD Inspector 
General (IG) Report D-2009-047 citing inadequacies with U.S. 
Army oversight and H.P. White Laboratory testing of small arms 
protective inserts (SAPI) from 2005 - 2007, the decision threatens 
to eradicate all body armor testing in the private sector. Read more 
on body armor 
  
On the food front, ACIL members face similar yet different battles. 
While recent legislation in the House and Senate possesses 
favorable language regarding use of private sector laboratories for 
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From the Editor 
  
As ACIL redirects its 
efforts, I will be taking 
communications in a new 
direction as well. I 
subscribe to the "less is 
more" philosophy, realizing 
that you only have limited 
time to spend on ACIL 
information. I will carefully 
weigh all content, striving 
to deliver value for the time 
invested. 
  
To expedite your access to 
the information in this bi-
monthly newsletter, we 
have direct links to each 
article in the left 
margin. Each issue will 
have at least one feature 
article that appeals to all 
members and separate 
section-specific articles. In 
future issues, we will 
discuss ACIL 
administrative matters in 
this space. 

http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/UpdateonSDoCFinal52909.pdf
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/UpdateonSDoCFinal52909.pdf
http://www.dodig.mil/audit/reports/fy09/09-047.pdf
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food safety due to ACIL input, it is unclear to what degree private 
laboratories will be used.  We continue to monitor and comment on 
this legislation as well as proposed FDA regulations to maximize 
the use of private laboratories. 

As ACIL continues to share the wisdom of independent testing with 
the FDA, several food testing accreditation schemes are under 
consideration, including private-sector accreditation, direct FDA 
accreditation or some combination of the two.  Also unresolved is 
whether recognition of accreditation bodies will be through ILAC 
and/or NACLA, or directly by FDA. 

"These developments are all the more reason why ACIL began an 
initiative last year to inform Congress about the value of 
independent testing," stated Walter Poggi, Chairman of ACIL's 
Government Relations Committee.  All you need to do is look at the 
legislative language in the Consumer Products Safety Improvement 
Act (CPSIA) to understand that Congress has no clue about 
testing." 

"Obama promised job 'creation' while stumping for the Presidency.  
Taking the identical jobs out of the private sector and transferring 
them to the 'public' sector not only doesn't create jobs, but will cost 
the taxpayer more, reduce quality and delay services," commented 
ACIL CEO Milton Bush. 

New Management Firm Redirects Association 
Priorities 
  
Within its first week, ACIL's new management team of Milton Bush 
and Richard Bright transitioned association operations with three 
priorities for the rest of 2009:  (1) increase dues and non-dues 
revenue, (2) improve frequency and quality of communications and 
(3) plan the annual meeting. 
 
Several large former ACIL members are poised to rejoin now that 
we are under new management.  We will also contact all labs that 
belonged in 2008 to bring them back to ACIL. The EMC proficiency 
testing program will be re-organized and re-implemented to 
generate revenue.  We will also identify and implement other 
revenue sources, such as sponsorships. 
 
Beverly Adams continues in her key administrative role with 
responsibility for the annual meeting, succeeding in implementing 
online registration in June--the earliest ever!  Tony Anderson, 
former executive director of NACLA, has been hired to manage all 
section activity with the MAC and ESS sections holding meetings in 
June. He will also manage the EMC proficiency testing program. 

Committees and Sections 
  
Government Relations Committee 
To intensify our impact on Congress, the ACIL Government 
Relations Committee has formulated three key messages: 
"confidence," "accreditation" and "partnership," to communicate the 
value of independent testing.  These messages will be further 

  
My goal is to give you all 
the relevant ACIL 
information in this 
newsletter in 10 minutes or 
less. To maximize 
relevance, we will be 
working with section and 
committee chairs and ACIL 
staff as well as you, the 
members, to decide what 
to include.   
  
I welcome your input for 
future topics to cover. In 
addition, I will be forming a 
Communications 
Committee, so if you or a 
member of your staff would 
like to join us, e-mail me at 
abush@acil.org or call me 
at 202-887-5872, 
extension 102. I hope you 
enjoy our revamped 
newsletter, and look 
forward to hearing from 
you. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Adrienne Bush 
Editor  
  

Speakers Confirmed for 
2009 Annual Meeting  

October 24 - 26, 2009 
Gaylord Opryland 
Resort   
Nashville, TN 
 
Learn how to turn your 
credit and accounts 
receivable functions into 
profit centers at the 
presentation from Abe 
WalkingBear Sanchez, or 
investigate exit strategies 
with Tom Chiappetti at the 
upcoming ACIL annual 
meeting. 
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developed during 2009, and provided to the sections as a basis for 
developing sector-specific messages, with an official launch during 
the 2010 Mid-Winter Meeting. 
  
Environmental Section 
At its June 18th conference call, the Executive Committee 
developed action plans from its strategic plan, and will be e-mailing 
members with details.  Elections for the Executive Committee will 
be held in the coming months, commencing with an e-mail to all 
section members to identify interested parties and culminating with 
the new Executive Committee electing its officers. 
  
ACIL filed extensive comments to oppose the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) ambient air analysis 
accreditation requirement for NJ LL TO-15 and establishing that 
method as a mandatory requirement for all New Jersey ambient air 
analysis.  Headquarters continues to follow up with the NJ DEP to 
convince them to withdraw the requirement. 
  
Thank you to those who have contributed so far to defray the 
expenses associated with the Rhode Island initiative. We received 
an enthusiastic response with contributions averaging $500.  If you 
are interested in contributing, contact Beverly Adams at ACIL. 
  
Construction Materials (CMET) Section 
At its July 9th conference call, the CMET Executive Committee's 
primary focus will be discussing ways to enlist current and retired 
section executives as auditors to implement the CMET recognition 
program under NACLA to meet Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) requirements (see related NACLA News below).  They will 
also discuss reinitiating relationships with NICET, the Army Corps 
of Engineers as well as the Federal Aviation Administration. 
  
Microbiology and Analytical Chemistry (MAC) Section 
The MAC section is extensively involved in evolving food safety 
regulation and legislation.  In April, the section filed detailed 
comments with FDA on their "Draft Guidance for Industry: 
Submission of Laboratory Packages by Accredited Laboratories, 
Docket No. FDA-2008-D-0510."  In May, the section prepared 
extensive comments on both the Senate (Durbin) and House 
(Waxman) versions of food safety legislation to make way for 
extensive use of private laboratories to protect the nation's food 
supply. 
  
Conformity Assessment (CAS) Section 
The section had a significant victory in June, turning back the 
European Union's request to re-open the OSHA Request for 
Information (RFI) after dozens of organizations filed comments, 
including ACIL in opposition to the move to Self-Declaration of 
Conformity (SDOC). View OSHA's decision. 
  
The CAS is monitoring IEEE's new Conformity Assessment 
Program (ICAP) to determine its impact on the testing business.  As 
part of this program, the IEEE Industry Standards and Technology 
Organization (ISTO) seeks to coordinate testing by third party labs, 
working as an intermediary between standards developers and 
standards users. The CAS will discuss possible future ACIL 
involvement. 
  

 
Sanchez, a leader in the 
B2B Credit Movement, 
brings new perspective to 
business operations, 
focusing on credit as a 
means to generate profit 
instead of risk.  His 
copyrighted Profit System 
explains how to use credit 
to enhance performance 
and support sales, 
operations, finance and 
marketing.  Increase new 
and repeat business, 
profitability per transaction, 
improve cash flow and 
raise employee morale and 
productivity with his proven 
approach to managing 
your credit. 
 
Chiappetti's workshop 
focuses on running your 
business to maximize its 
value and minimize tax 
consequences during 
ownership transition.  His 
Seven Step Exit Planning 
Process covers setting exit 
goals, valuing the 
business, selling to a third 
party, transferring to family 
members and preserving 
wealth.  He will also 
discuss the types of 
advisors needed to 
successfully transfer a 
business. 
 
Registration is open, so 
make plans to join us by 
clicking here.   
  

 
NACLA ISO/IEC 17011 
Evaluator Training 
Course 
Columbia, MD 
October 5 -7, 2009 
Click here for details and 
registration information.

ACIL Members Explore 
Vietnam Market   
  
On May 28th, 60 

htttp://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILNJLLTO-15comments(PW4-14-2009-lll).doc
associations/1304/files/ACILNJLLTO-15comments(PW4-14-2009-III).doc
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILNJLLTO-15comments(PW4-14-2009-III).doc
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILESSPlanReportMaster.doc
mailto: badams@acil.org
http://www.acil.org
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/ACILComment-OSHARFIReprise-Final.pdf
http://www.ieee-isto.org/index.html
http://www.ieee-isto.org/index.html
http://www.acil.org/asspcoatopms/1304/filesNACLAEvalutorTrainingCourseOctober2009(F).pdf
http://www.acil.org/displayemailforms.cfm?emailformnbr=115776
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On July 9th at 10am, the CAS conference call will be divided 
among third party certification issues and EMC issues, with 
standing committees evolving out of the discussion. High on the list 
of priorities is the revitalization of the EMC proficiency testing 
program. 
  
Elections for the Executive Committee will be held in the coming 
months, commencing with an e-mail to all section members to 
identify interested parties and culminating with the new Executive 
Committee electing its officers. 

NACLA News  
 
On June 1, 2009, the National Cooperation for Laboratory 
Accreditation (NACLA) moved into ACIL's Washington, DC offices 
further solidifying joint efforts to eliminate and reduce redundancy in 
laboratory accreditation in the United States. Both organizations are 
working to develop supplemental technical requirements for the 
accreditation of testing and calibration laboratories, and to facilitate 
liaisons with specifiers across all Federal agencies. 
  
On the membership front, the America Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and the 
Construction Materials Engineering Council (CMEC) have joined 
NACLA.  ACIL expects CMEC to apply for NACLA recognition 
shortly.  L-A-B applied for recognition under the NACLA 
Construction Materials Testing Recognition Program earlier in the 
year. 
  
The U.S. Coast Guard and Border Patrol recently required NACLA 
or International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) 
recognition for standards under its fire test procedures code.  
NACLA is currently pursuing other Federal specifiers to sign  
Memoranda of Understanding to minimize duplication in 
accreditation.  

Here We Grow Again! 
   
Welcome new ACIL members.  To learn more, click on the 
company name to visit their website or on the contact name to send 
an e-mail.  
  
Environmental/Microbiology and Analytical Chemistry:  Paul 
Henige, Maxxam Analytics International Corporation, San Carlos, 
CA.   
Maxxam Analytics is the largest privately owned analytical 
laboratory network in Canada and one of the largest in North 
America. They provide worldwide analytical testing services to 
government and corporate clients in the environmental, food, oil 
and gas, health, forensics and generic markets, and are dedicated 
to the cost-effective provision of accurate and precise analytical 
data.               
  
Construction Materials/Microbiology and Analytical 
Chemistry/Environmental: Brad Meadows, BSK Associates, Inc., 
Fresno, CA 

government, industry and 
association executives met 
to discuss business 
opportunities in Vietnam, 
focusing on Vietnam's 
current environmental 
challenges and ways to 
use U.S. technologies and 
methods to ameliorate 
these problems.  With the 
Vietnamese GDP expected 
to double in the next 10 
years, this was one of 
several meetings held to 
facilitate bi-lateral trade.  
The next meeting will be 
held in Hanoi in November 
to discuss the Hanoi 
climate change.  For more 
information from this 
meeting, click here for 
Mike Violette's report. 
  

ACIL Members Eligible 
for FedEx Savings  

Enroll in the FedEx 
Advantage® program to 
save up to 21% on FedEx 
Office services and eligible 
FedEx® shipments. To 
learn more about these 
great savings or to enroll in 
the program, click here,  
enter Passcode 8BRZBB 
and choose the services 
on which you would like to 
save. If you have already 
enrolled your FedEx 
shipping account number 
in the FedEx Advantage 
program, just select the 
option for FedEx Office. 
There are no fees or 
minimum volume 
requirements to maintain 
your discounts. Enroll 
today to take advantage of 
this new member benefit!  

 

http://www.maxxamanalytics.com
http://bskinc.com
https://enrolladvantage.fedex.com/2072
http://www.acil.org/associations/1304/files/VietnamConference2009.doc
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An employee-owned, professional consulting firm, BSK partners 
with clients to offer a wide range of technical services.  For over 40 
years, BSK professional engineers, geologists, and scientists have 
assisted with site acquisition, development, design and 
construction, as well as solving wastewater disposal/production 
operational issues. 
  
Environmental: Melville Thomas, Western Organics, Seattle, WA 
Services include: 17025 accredited calibration, CE mark product 
safety testing and product safety testing equipment.  

  

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF INDEPENDENT LABORATORIES 
1629 K Street NW, Suite 400  

Washington, DC 20006 ~ 202.887.5872 ~ 202.887.0021 
www.acil.org
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